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Second Sunday of  
Easter (Divine Mercy) 
April 19, 2020 - Year A  

FOR CURRENT UPDATES:                                     

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE , FACEBOOK 
PAGE OR  THE DIOCESAN WEBSITE AT  
https://dioceseofsaultstemarie.org/   
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H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H  N E W S  

Pastoral Pondering 

Fr. Sam 

As we celebrate the Octave of Easter on this Second Sunday of Easter, we are reminded in 

today’s gospel about the main reason for Jesus’ life on earth and what he hoped to           

accomplish.  He wanted first of all to bring the Peace which the world couldn’t give           

because of its sinfulness.    He brought peace, though, not with a conquering army, but by 

a gentle invitation to each person to hear and embrace his gospel and to have faith in him.   

By doing this, we would find a peace which would be everlasting!  By doing this, we would 

be able to be peacemakers and peace-givers!   We would be able to make this world a 

peaceful place, more and more each day, by our evangelization of others whom the Lord 

would place along our life’s path.  That’s why Jesus tells his disciples,   “As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.”      
 

As Ambassadors of Christ, we are tasked with the great mission of reconciliation, of bringing 

back that which was lost to God and thereby enabling each repentant sinner to find 

peace and joy once more!  We can do this in many different ways and our current               

isolation encourages us to use the means of social media even more to connect with            

people while remaining safe until this pandemic is resolved.   In this endeavor,  we will now 

host a live Facebook mass every Sunday at 11 am.   The mass will be live-streamed from the 

parish’s Facebook page.  To access the page, you will need a Facebook account yourself 

and be added as a friend to the parish Facebook page.   Please submit your requests as 

soon as possible so that we can add you!  I hope more and more parishioners will be able 

to avail themselves of this unique way of celebrating our weekend liturgies as a community 

of faith and to be greater equipped for the great work of ministry, which the Lord has                 

entrusted to us.  A pastoral pondering on this Second Sunday of Easter. 

Please join us Sundays at 11 AM as we  

offer the Sunday Liturgy live on our            

Facebook page (Holyredeemerchurch.ca )  

Hope you can join us! Blessings to all and 

please stay safe! 

Within our own lives we can recognize this pattern of the 

Lord at work. As human beings we will sin, fail, and even 

at times run away from our God and the work he has 

called us to do. And yet, with divine mercy, the Lord never 

ceases to call us back, offering peace to counteract our 

fear and forgiveness to wipe away our sins. As people 

who have received these gifts of peace and mercy, we are 

then sent forth to bear them to the world. 

LIVING LITURGY™ SPIRITUALITY, CELEBRATION, AND CATECHESIS FOR SUNDAYS AND             

SOLEMNITIES 2020 
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 This weeks readings: Apr. 20-26, 2020 

 Monday  Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8 
 

 

 Tuesday Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15  

Wednesday Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21  

Thursday Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday  Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15  

Saturday 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk 16:15-20  

1st READING  Acts 2:14, 22-28  

2nd READING 1 Peter 1:17-21  

GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35  

  Third Sunday of  Easter - Year A 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H : 7 0 5 - 5 6 6 - 8 3 3 0   

 

        April 19-26, 2020 
                   † Denotes a Mass for one who is deceased 

              ❦ Denotes a Mass intention for the living  

Sunday,  April  19 

9am Mass 

† Luigi & Rosa Lizzori by Pina Timpano 
 

11am Mass  

† Msgr. John Caswell by Dave & Roseanne Lyons  

 

7pm Mass   

For the People of the Parish 
 
 

Tuesday,  April 21 

For the Parishioners of the Parish 
 

Wednesday,  April 22  

 

† Jean Louis Deschamps by Paul Emile                

Berthiaume 

 

Thursday,  April 23  

For the Parishioners of the Parish 
 

Friday, April 24 

 

† Ray Jolicoeur & Diane Jolicoeur Caravalle by 

Bonnie O’Hagan 

 

Saturday,  April 25 

† Dan Jobin by Philip Jobin 
 
 

Sunday,  April  26 

9am Mass 

† Tiann Miller by Joe & Doreen Laderoute 
 

11am Mass  

† Stephane Robitaille by Dan Robitaille & Diane 

Ranger Robitaille 

 

7pm Mass   

For the People of the Parish 

The Church & Parish Office remain 

CLOSED.  Please do not enter the church  

for any reason at this time. 
 

All Masses are CANCELLED  

 

Funerals:  Funeral celebrations cannot 

take place at the church.   Please consult 
the funeral home for direction. 
 

The Sacrament of the Sick for the 

Critically ill or Dying                              

Please Call 705-507-4288 for assistance. 
 

The Diocesan Office is Closed 

Contact numbers have been made              
available to priests. 
 

Donations:  We are GRATEFUL for any  

donation in support of our parish.  These may 
be left in a locked mailbox at the back rectory 
door beside the garage. 
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Homily for Second Sunday of Easter 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H  

Continued... 

 A young man of Russian ancestry decided to visit Russia for the first time and while there,                
he bought something on the black market.  Unfortunately, he was caught by the police who 
arrested him.   Because they were trying to crack down on persons buying items on the black 
market, the legal penalty was death.  

 

Although the man protested that he was a foreigner, the judge refused to reduce the                         
sentence.   The judge replied,  "The government is trying to stamp out the black market.                    
We have no mercy on people who come here and disregard our laws. However, you are a                
foreigner, and as we do want to encourage foreigners to visit us and spend their money here, 
we  want to show the world that the Russian legal system has mercy too. Therefore we will 
allow you three wishes.   Anything that you desire, just ask and they  shall be granted to you.   
The only condition is that you cannot request to commute your death sentence.   After your 
three wishes have been granted, you will have to pay for your crime."  

 

"Well, if that is what I have left to do with my life, my first request is to go skiing in the                
Carpathian mountains."    

  "What?" the judge remarked, "skiing? This is the summer ... there isn't any snow now."  
  "Well," the fellow answered, folding his arms across his chest, "I'm prepared to wait. Because 
that's my first wish."  
  "Let it be so!" The judge banged his gavel on the desk and called the police. "When the snow 
falls on the Carpathian Mountains, you are to fetch this young man and let him ski to his 
heart’s content, from sunrise until sunset. Afterwards he is to be brought to me to complete 
his sentencing." 

 

Six months later the police came to collect the man and took him up to the most beautiful ski             
resort high up on the Carpathian Mountains where he skied all day.  
        
Being brought back, the judge said, "The state has granted your first wish.   What is 
your second?"  
"Well, I always wanted to swim in the Black Sea. That is my second request."  
"The Black Sea is frozen. It's winter now."  
 "Well," the fellow answered, "I'm prepared to wait."  
 The judge banged  down his gavel and said, "The police will come to you on a beautiful summer's 
day and escort you to the ocean where you will swim to your heart’s content from sunrise until 
sunset. Then you will be brought here to complete the sentencing."   So on a beautiful summer's 
day, the police took him to the nicest resort on the Black Sea. The man swam the entire day and 
then after sun fall, was ushered in front of the judge.   "The state has kept its word. Now you may 

have your last wish, after which you will be executed"  
 
"Well," the man began, "nothing could please me more than to be 
buried in a cemetery along side of you."    
"What?" the judge said, "but I'm not dead yet.  How could we do 
that?"  
   
"I don't know, but I'm prepared to wait.  



 

5    Holy Redeemer Roman Catholic Church 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H : 7 0 5 - 5 6 6 - 8 3 3 0   

There’s no waiting for God’s mercy for all of us!  We’ve already received it in countless ways and from countless persons throughout 
our Christian lives!  Our responsorial psalm translates mercy as God’s steadfast love, which endures forever!  What a beautiful way to 
think of God’s mercy for us!    What a beautiful way for us to be expressions of God’s mercy to one another! 
 
The Second Sunday of Easter of the Divine Mercy will always have a special place in my heart  because on this very  Sunday, in 
2014,  Pope Francis chose to canonize Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II, saints of the Holy Roman Catholic Church!   And 
Francis chose to do this because, in their own unique ways, both of these popes were expressions of God’s divine mercy in their own 
times.  
 
Pope Francis recalls how Pope John XXII always sought to find ways to adapt to new situations in the world and the church and to 
make the Gospel speak to those contemporary situations.   Jesuit Father Thomas Madden of the Daily World  recalls that when           
Cardinal Roncalli, the future John XXII was “papal legate in Turkey during World War II, he  demonstrated divine mercy by facilitating 
the escape of Jews fleeing persecution and death at the hands of the Nazis.  Later on, his convocation of the Second Vatican Council  
“set a whole new pastoral course for the Church,”  carving out a role for the laity, emphasizing “the collegiality of the bishops in 
Church life and ministry” and promoting outreach” and  dialogue “with other Christians, Jews,” Muslims, “and all people of good faith.” 
 
John Paul II, taking the name John in honor of John XXIII and Paul in honor of Paul VI, his two immediate predecessors, and both of 
whom were committed to the reform of the church, showed the world what mercy was all about by visiting “Mohammad Ali Agca,” in 
his prison cell, the man who attempted to assassinate him with a bullet as he drove around St. Peter’s square greeting the pilgrims. 
The pope looked right into the eyes of  his wound-be-assassin as he  held his hands and forgave him. 
   
Mercy!  Our beloved Pope Francis is no stranger to it  as well!   News coverage a while back relayed the situation of an Argentinean 
woman  who had written to the Pope after she was denied Communion by her parish priest because she was civilly married to a            
divorced man for nineteen years, with whom she had two children.  Pope Francis called her on Easter Monday and told her that she 
may receive Communion.   The pope didn’t care that it went against canon law.  What he cared about was showing mercy, and         
responding in a pastoral way to the woman’s distress and sense of isolation from the church and the sacraments and our Lord which 
she greatly loved.   
  
One need only look at the life of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to see how well these three faithful popes have followed in his             
footsteps.   One need only recall Jesus’ mercy for sinners and outcasts,  Jesus’ mercy toward the ill and the  demonically possessed, 
Jesus’ radical welcoming  and inclusion of women as his followers, Jesus’ mercy for those whose faith was little or even non-existent, 
like Thomas’s --- to see how much mercy was an integral part of the mind-set of Jesus while he lived among us on this earth.  And of 
course, the greatest act of mercy the world has ever seen was Jesus’  shedding of his most Precious Blood to forgive us our sins as 
he hung there on the cross, out of love for  all of humankind. 
 
When we reflect on the ways in which Jesus showed God’s mercy to those in his own day, we cannot help but reflect and consider 
how the Lord is inviting us to be instruments of his tender mercy to the people of our day.   A good place to start in answering this 
question is to consider whom, in our estimation, do we have a tendency to judge?  Whom do we think is beneath us?  Whom would 
we avoid on the streets or in the mall or in our school or in our own homes or places of  employment?    
 
One of the main obstacles we have to being persons of mercy, is that we have the natural human inclination to want  people to get 
what’s coming to them, whereas God is intent on overlooking another’s weaknesses and sins, getting to know them as persons,           
finding commonalities with them, forgiving them, reconciling with them, and restoring to them the joy of knowing they are loved and 
precious in God’s sight.   
 
Our Lord is inviting us today to not allow that natural inclination-- to want ill for another person---  to persist in the life of a Christian.  
Instead, our natural inclination to judge needs to be replaced  by the supernatural inclination to show mercy, through and through, and 
to bear witness to the steadfast love of the Lord which endures forever.   By committing ourselves to being persons of mercy, our 
world will begin to see the church, not as a police officer, looking to punish them for their infractions against God’s law, but rather as a 
caring mother who picks us up when we have fallen, washes our wounds clean, and kisses us with tender affection when we are in 
pain, so that we may be made well again.   When that image of church prevails in our world, our church will truly be the living            

embodiment of Christ for all to see and  to believe..      
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‘Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began 

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land. 
 

People were sick, hospitals full, 

Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school. 
 

As winter gave way to the promise of spring, 

The virus raged on, touching peasant and king. 
 

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen. 

They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned. 
 

April approached and churches were closed. 

“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed. 
 

“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out. 

No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.” 
 

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest. 

The world was focused on masks and on tests. 
 

“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed. 

“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.” 
 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went. 

The virus pressed on; it just would not relent. 
 

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed. 

The virus still menaced, the people, estranged. 
 

“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling. 

“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming. 
 

“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do! 

Their mouths will hang open a minute or two, 

And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo. 
 

“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.” 
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear. 
 

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies. 

It started down low, then it started to rise. 
 

But the sound wasn’t depressed. 

Why, this sound was triumphant! 

It couldn’t be so! 

But it grew with abundance! 

The world stared around, popping its eyes. 

Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise! 

 

Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small, 

Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 

 

It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came! 

Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

 

And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine 

Stood puzzling and puzzling. 

“Just how can it be?” 

 

“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies, 

It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.” 

 

Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before. 

“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store. 

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.” 

 

And what happened then? 

Well....the story’s not done. 

What will YOU do? 

Will you share with that one 

Or two or more people needing hope in this night? 

Will you share the source of your life in this fight? 

 

The churches are empty - but so is the tomb, 

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom. 

 

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer, 

As the virus still rages all around, everywhere. 

 

May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people. 

May the world see the church is not a building or steeple. 

May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

May the world find Joy in a time of dejection. 

May 2020 be known as the year of survival, 

But not only that - 

Let it start a revival!!  

How the Virus Stole Easter — By Kristi Bothur 

https://www.thissideofheavenblog.com/blog/how-the-virus-stole-easter 
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J esus, Risen Lord, you have defeated death and brought 
us the gift of eternal life. You continue to heal the 
wounds that threaten our lives. You have shown us that 

death is not the end but the beginning of the new life with 

you. Inspire and guide us to live the gift of the resurrection 
in our daily life and share it with others. Amen. 

http://lectioyouth.net/ 


