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Third Sunday of  Easter -   April 26, 2020 - Year A  

FOR CURRENT UPDATES:                                     

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE , FACEBOOK 
PAGE OR  THE DIOCESAN WEBSITE AT  
https://dioceseofsaultstemarie.org/   

The Disciples 
Recognized 
the Lord 
when he 
broke bread 
with them. 



2       Holy Redeemer Roman Catholic Church 

 

 This weeks readings: Apr. 27-May 3, 2020 

 Monday  Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 
 

 

 Tuesday Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 

Friday  Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59 

Saturday Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:53,60-69 

1st READING  Acts 2:14a, 36-41  

2nd READING 1 Peter 2:20b-25  

GOSPEL John 10:1-10  

  Fourth Sunday of  Easter - Year A 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H  N E W S  

Pastoral Pondering 

Fr. Sam 

The two men of Emmaus reflected, after Jesus 

vanished from their sight, “Were not our hearts 

burning within us while he was talking to us on 

the road, while he was opening the scriptures 

to us? (Luke 24: 32)”   Jesus has that effect on 

people, especially those who are receptive to 

hearing his Word and trying to understand it 

more fully!    He makes our hearts burn with 

inspiration, vision, and insight, so that we 

might be better equipped for the great task 

of kingdom-building!   The first step then, for 

any disciple of the Lord who seeks to be an 

evangelist, is to come to know the Word of 

God in the Bible, through and through.    

Knowing the Word means also reflecting on 

what that Word has to say in our lives today 

and how it challenges us, even today, to live 

more faithful and holy lives.  It means too, 

being vulnerable to our sinfulness and calling 

it out.  It means striving to enable God’s grace 

to remove that sinfulness from our midst and 

to help us to be better witnesses to God’s 

abundant mercy.   Burning hearts are excited 

and joyful that we have been blessed to be 

Jesus’ disciples in the world today and tasked 

with keeping his vision of the world alive as we 

move ever more closely each day to the 

fulfillment of the Kingdom.  It means being 

unafraid of sharing that Good News with 

anyone and everyone who will listen!  Are you 

ready to be a disciple like those at Emmaus?  

Jesus hopes you are!  

Join Fr. Sam & Fr. Charles, Sunday              

Mornings at 11 AM as the Sunday Liturgy           

is live streamed on our  Facebook page                 

(Holy Redeemer Church, Sudbury).             

Initial sound issues have been resolved!                 

Blessings to all as we join virtually                  

together in prayer from our homes! 

FYI, Convenience & Connection,                   
Holy Redeemer Parish now has an account for 
the Zoom APP.  If you wish to access it for a   
ministry meeting  as a  way of staying  virtually 
connected, we invite you and encourage you to 
do so!  Simply Email Fr. Sam directly at                               
holyredeemer.pastor@gmail.com to initialize a 
set up. 
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        April 26—May 3, 2020 
                   † Denotes a Mass for one who is deceased 

              ❦ Denotes a Mass intention for the living  

Sunday,  April  26 

9am Mass 

† Tiann Miller by Joe & Doreen Laderoute 
 

11am Mass  

† Stephane Robitaille by Dan Robitaille & Diane 

Ranger Robitaille 

 

7pm Mass   

For the People of the Parish 
 
 

Tuesday,  April 28 

For the Parishioners of the Parish 
 

Wednesday,  April 29  

 

† Jean Louis Deschamps by Neil & Jeanine 

Feeley 

 

Thursday,  April 30 

† Peter St. Denis by Brenda & Brian Thompson 
 

Friday, May 1 

 

† Greg Copping by Diane Copping 

 

Saturday,  May 2 

❦  80th Anniversary of HR CWL by the HR CWL 
 
 

Sunday,  May 3 

9am Mass 

For the People of the Parish 
 

11am Mass  

† Aniceta & Maria Teresa Sanchez by the Family 

 

7pm Mass   

For the People of the Parish 

A t this time of          
distance learning, we 

are pleased to announce 
that His Eminence,                
Thomas Cardinal Collins 
will be celebrating the 
Catholic Education Week Mass scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 6, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. EST.             
All students, families, board staff, trustees, and 
the broader Catholic community are invited to 
participate "virtually" in this celebration of the 
Eucharist by clicking on the following link at the 
scheduled time:  
https://www.stmichaelscathedral.com/live  

Offerings During COVID-19 

Donation Type April 11/12 April 18/19 

Sunday  $1,925.00 $1,356.80 

Easter  $1,565.00 $1,050.00 

Building Fund $195.00 $84.35 

D & P Share Lent $55.00 $105.00 

Holy Land $305.00 $190.00 

Other Collections $20.00 $4.00 

Food Bank $100.00 $10.00 

   

TOTAL $4,165,00 $2,800.15 

Donations:  We are very GRATEFUL for 

any  donation in support of our church home. 
These may be left in a locked mailbox at the 
back rectory door beside the garage. 
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Homily for the Third Sunday of Easter 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H  

Continued... 

 An American, and Italian, and the Canadian found themselves standing before St. Peter’s gate. 
           He told them that before they could enter the kingdom of heaven, they had to tell him what Easter represented. 
 The American replied, “Easter is a holiday with a big feast and we give thanks and eat turkey.” 
 St. Peter said, “Noooo,” and he banished the American to Hell. 
 The Italian tried, saying, “Easter is when we celebrate Jesus’s birth and exchange wine and salami.” 
 St. Peter said, “Noooo,” and he banished the Italian to Hell. 
 The Canadian said to St. Peter, “I know what Easter is!” 
 St. Peter replied, “so tell me.” 
 The Canadian said, “Easter is a Christian holiday that commemorates Jesus’ triumphant rising from the dead,            
 fulfilling the promise he made to his disciples, that, on the third day after his death, he would rise to new life.                
 The Romans knew about this promise, so they buried him in a tomb behind a very large boulder.                                  
 St Peter said, “Hmmmmm, very good! I’m impressed! 
 And then, as  St. Peter was getting ready to open the gates of Heaven to the Canadian, the Canadian continued,   
 “Now, every year, at Easter, someone rolls away the boulder and Jesus comes out again.  
 If he sees his shadow, we have six more weeks of hockey in Canada.” 
 
Well, at least the Canadian got the main part of the story of the resurrection correct!  Jesus doesn’t expect us to know 
everything about him and his saving message from the moment we become a Christian.  We have a whole lifetime to 
plumb the great mysteries of our faith and to gain greater insight as to how Christ and his Good News ought to impact our 
daily living and assist us in our spiritual growth, both as a church and as persons. 
 
In the Gospel periscope of the story of Emmaus, we were all given an example of the sort of approach we should try to 
take in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ in our secular age.  Because, let’s face it, if we asked some persons  
today what Easter is all about, just as St. Peter had done in our joke, many of them would have an inaccurate or totally 
wrong answer to that question themselves.   So we indeed have our work cut out for us, as Christians!   But rather than 
condemning and chastising and judging persons for their lack of understanding or firmness of faith in Christ----rather than 
thinking that it is a waste of our time to enter into any sort of relationship with non-believers or skeptics--- instead, we need 
to be persons who are open to identifying where a person is in their understanding of God and his Good News and to start 
our witness to them at the time in their life when they are receptive to us. 
 
There are four ways in which the Christian is called to do this.  The most fundamental of the ways we can witness to others 
is simply by our presence among them.   We can call it a ministry of presence.   Being with them in their familiar 
surroundings, being with them in their moments of anxiety, hurt, despair, or frustration.  Being with them in moments of joy 
and happiness.   As in real estate, so also in witnessing----it’s all about location, location, location.  We see this played out  
in the Emmaus story, when Jesus comes near, to two of his disheartened disciples and walks with them on the road and 
asks them the cause of their sadness.   
 
Yet how reticent some of us are today, to going out of our own surroundings, to leaving the beauty and security of our 
churches, our homes, our families,  and to approach someone unknown to us or perhaps not well-known to us, whom we 
see is in some sort of need!   How fearful we have become to getting to know someone dissimilar from us and worried 
about what they might think of us or what they might do to us!   Jesus, though, had none of these concerns.   He ate with 
whomever wanted to feed him; he slept wherever he could find a place for his head; he went wherever the Spirit of God 
led him; he prayed in temples, on streets, on mountains, in gardens, on the sea, in his home, while travelling; he spoke 
with whomever addressed him or to whom he felt he could reach. If we want to be like Jesus and engage in a ministry of 
presence, we must be willing to go out of our comfort zones into the unknown and trust that the Spirit of God is with us to 
help. 
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The second way we witness in our world is by engaging in purposeful conversation with others.   This conversation may 
include dialogue about the Word of God or it may not.  It may involve discussing the latest movie, like Noah, that just came 
out.   It may involve speaking about the latest news about Pope Francis or what was said recently about communion for 
those in irregular marriages.   It may be a dialogue in which we ask far more questions than we provide answers.  It may 
be a conversation in which  we remain open to what the other has to say and simply affirm the process they are 
undergoing to arrive at the truth.   We can’t force someone to have the same insights we have had.  We can only show 
them the reasons for what we believe and see if they can relate those same reasons to their own lives.  We see this also 
exemplified in today’s story of Emmaus, in which Jesus asks them why they are so saddened, and after they give him a 
lengthy summation of all the hopes they had placed in Jesus to be the Messiah,  Jesus, “beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets,” interpreted “to them  all the things about himself in the Scriptures.” 
 
The third way of witnessing involves invitation.  --- Inviting others to join us for special events in church  and outside of 
church and for regular Sunday worship, as well.    We shouldn’t be shy about inviting others.  Jesus did it all the time!   He 
invited others to believe in him. He invited others to forgive.  He invited others to look out for the poor.  He invited others to 
go forth into the world and teach others all that he had commanded.   He invited us to strive to enter the narrow gate.    
Recent studies have confirmed that more persons are likely to respond in a positive manner to a personal invitation to an 
event,  than to a generic invitation.    More persons are likely to positively respond to an invitation, too,  if they are able to 
go with someone whom they already know, or with whom they already have an enduring relationship. 
We see this in the Emmaus story too, when “Jesus walked ahead, as if he were going on, but the disciples urged him” to 
stay with them overnight and he accepted their personal invitation.  What keeps a person coming to a new group like a 
Church, after the initial invitation, is making friends with others while there.   So getting to know our newcomers is essential 
in making them feel at home and a part of our regular times, events, and celebrations together. 
 
The fourth way of witnessing in our world is by proclaiming the saving events of our Christian faith.   This  sort of witness 
describes the manner in which we gather for the great celebrations of  Christmas, for Holy Week,  and Easter, for 
weddings, funerals and for sacraments of initiation.  It involves speaking about and singing about and rejoicing over what 
God has done for us and what impact those divine actions have had and continue to have in our lives today.  It involves 
taking the time to do liturgy well.  These events are not times to rag on persons for not coming to church every week.  
These events are not about getting upset when someone takes our regular seat at church or blocks us in, outside.   These 
events are not about getting upset at the little children running around.   These events are not about judging those whose 
faith is not at the same level as our own.   These times in the Church are about Jesus Christ and his great love for us all 
and how he expressed his love for us all!   It’s the Holy Spirit’s job to work in our worshipping community to bring about a 
change of heart, mind and soul in those who claim the faith of Jesus as their own.  Our job is to invite and to show 
hospitality and kindness and love.  That, in itself, is a great form of witness.  We see this in the Emmaus story, when, at 
the table with them, Jesus “ took bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to them,”…..  “and their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him.   And then he vanished from their sight.”  He vanished from their sight, because theirs was a 
sacramental, Eucharistic encounter with the risen Lord!  He was no longer physically in front of 
them because he didn’t have to be!  He was now in their hearts, minds and souls!  He was closer 
than ever with these two disciples and it was all because Jesus took the time to witness! 
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The world might be on "pause"  but our evangelization efforts as Catholics do not have to be. 
 

As a part attendee of the New Evangelization Summit, we know you care about sharing Christ with others. 
While we might not be gathering in person, or running our programs within the walls of our churches, does 
that mean our evangelization efforts need to stop? 
 
Can Catholics really evangelize at a time like this?   We think so. 
 
If this interests you, then we invite you to join us for… 
 

...the U Evangelize Virtual Summit on April 25 from 12pm - 3pm EST! 
 

 

https://uevangelize.org/summit/ 

From the comfort of your own home, listen to world-class speakers Sherry Weddell, Nicky Gumbel, Pete           
Burak and Fr. Justin Huang discuss the topic of Can Catholics Evangelize at a Time Like This? 
 
In this FREE virtual summit you will learn: 

 how to evangelize even when at home during a quarantine 
 the single most important skill we need to develop as Catholics RIGHT now 
 how to not lose hope in the face of uncertainty  
 how to ensure your parish stays relevant even if you can't open the doors 

 
To join us for this FREE Catholic summit on Saturday April 25 at 12pm - 3pm EST just click on the link  
to sign up. 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H  


