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6th Sunday of  Easter 
May 17, 2020 - Year A  

FOR CURRENT UPDATES:                                     

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE , FACEBOOK 
PAGE OR  THE DIOCESAN WEBSITE AT  
https://dioceseofsaultstemarie.org/   
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H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H  N E W S  

Pastoral Pondering 

Fr. Sam 

Jesus assures his disciples in today’s gospel, 

“I will ask the Father and he will give you 

another Advocate, to be with you forever.   

This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive…..You know him, because 

he abides with you and he will be in 

you.”  ( John 14:  16, 17b)    Yes,   Jesus 

knows that we need the Spirit,  who pleads 

our cause, to assist us in the difficulties of 

life, to rejoice with us when we feel close to 

God, and to guide us on the sure path to 

salvation.    It’s this Holy Spirit that is given to 

us at baptism,  sealed in us at Confirmation,  

renewed in our hearts every time we ask for 

forgiveness of our sins, and made more 

active in our lives when we receive Holy 

Communion.   It’s this Holy Spirit that helps 

us in our marriages or in our commitment to 

Holy Orders or to religious life.  It’s that same 

Spirit that enables us to feel the healing 

presence of God when we are sick and in 

isolation.  It’s this very Holy Spirit that 

enlivens and innervates our every action on 

behalf of the Kingdom and which enables 

us to be Christ’s living witnesses to the 

Gospel.     Far from abandoning us,  Jesus 

and the Father give us this Third Person of 

the Holy Trinity to make sure that we 

experience the presence of God in the 

here and now of our everyday lives.   

Perhaps this week, we can ask for a greater 

outpouring of the Spirit in our lives and 

become more sensitive to the promptings 

of the Holy Spirit when our hearts are stirred 

toward some inspiration or good work.   

Perhaps we can ask our Advocate to 

advocate for our world in overcoming this 

pandemic soon, so that we may come 

together again in person, as the People of 

God for praise and worship.  A pastoral 

pondering as we continue our journey in 

this season of Easter. 

Donations:  We are very GRATEFUL for 

any  donation in support of our church home. 
These may be left in a locked mailbox at the 
back rectory door beside the garage. 

Donation Type May 10, 2020 

Sunday  $1,509.00 

Easter  $50.00 

Special Collections $41.55 

Building Fund $20.00 

Food Bank $1,050.00 

TOTAL $2,670.55 

Offerings During 

COVID-19 

Join Fr. Sam & Fr. Charles, 

Sunday Mornings at 11 AM  

as the Sunday Liturgy is live 

streamed on our  Facebook page                 

(Holy Redeemer Church, Sudbury).             

Blessings to all as we join virtually                   

in prayer from our “domestic” churches! 
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 This weeks readings: May 18-24, 2020 

 Monday  Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
 

 

 Tuesday Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday Acts 18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20  

Friday  Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28 

1st READING  Acts 1:1-11  

2nd READING Ephesians 1:17-23  

GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20  

  The Ascension of the Lord - Year A 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H : 7 0 5 - 5 6 6 - 8 3 3 0   

 

        May 17-24, 2020 
                   † Denotes a Mass for one who is deceased 

              ❦ Denotes a Mass intention for the living  

Sunday,  May 17 

9am Mass 

For the People of the Parish 
 

11am Mass (live stream) 

† Kathy Temelini by Paul & Family 

 
 

Tuesday,  May 19 

† Msgr. John Caswell by Dave & Roseanne Lyons 

 

Wednesday,  May 20  

 

† Jean Cinotti by Sharon & Gerry Duhamel 

 

Thursday,  May 21 

❦  Gabriel Avila by Jim & Winnie Avila (mom & dad) 
 

Friday, May 22 

 

† Colin Flett by Diane Houle & Christopher 

Anderson 

 

Saturday,  May 23 

No Mass 

 
 

Sunday,  May 24 

9am Mass 

For the People of the Parish 
 

11am Mass (live stream) 

† Kathy Temelini by Paul & Family 

† Judi Cundari by Sam & Family 

In what ways am   
I an instrument  
of the spirit  
today? 

Excerpt taken from pinionmarc.com 

“We are not only given the Spirit by the      

Father, we are also given the power to share 

that Spirit with others, as Peter and John 

went to Samaria to do.” 
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Theme:  I will never leave you orphaned, I will send you the advocate. 

H O L Y  R E D E E M E R  P A R I S H  

 

In no distant time we will celebrate two great feasts. The Ascension of our Lord into Heaven and the decent of the Holy Spirit, the 
Pentecost. The word advocate originates from the Greek “parakletos” which means someone who publicly pleads, supports, or 
counsels another person. Put in another way; an advocate is a spokesperson. An advocate helps and promotes another person 
especially from a situation that is deplorable in the eye of the public. 
 

In the Gospel Reading today (John 14:15-21) our Lord says: “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another advocate to be 
with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept because it neither sees nor knows him.” The counsellor is the spirit 
of truth. The Holy Spirit is the promise of the Lord as he departs from this world after fulfilling his mission. So we are never left 
abandoned by God, but always live in the Holy Triune God.  Jesus is always with us in every situation we are, to assist us overcome 
every temptation. 
 

From this statement, we understand that another “advocate” is an indication that there is a first advocate. The First advocate is Jesus 
Christ our Lord. The apostle John (1 John 2:1) writes: My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin we have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ the righteous.  We might be curious to know why we need 
another advocate; does it mean that the work of the first advocate is not enough? Here we acknowledge the division of labour among 
the Three Persons of the Trinity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We know that the Father creates, the Son saves, and the 
Holy Spirit sanctifies. It is important to note that when each of the Persons is at work, the others are present. Let us leave this 
teaching to the Trinity Sunday. 
 

“Another Advocate” the Holy Spirit comes to stay with us and like our Lord said, His presence would be forever. Does it mean that the 
Holy Spirit has not been there? He has been there and has been at work (Genesis 1:2) but unknown to the world as a person. 
 

The Holy Spirit is another advocate. The work of the Holy Spirit includes: teaching us (Luke 12:11-12), guiding us (John 16:13), 
counselling us (John 14:26), empowering us (Acts 1:8) and also speaking for us especially when we lack words (Romans 8:26). He is 
the principal agent of our missionary work. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is our advocate before the court of heaven as he pleads for us at the right hand of God the Father (Romans 
8:34). The Holy Spirit is the advocate that helps us in our faith journey here on earth; He helps us in our battle with the world. The 
advocate helps us to give fitting worship to God (John 4:24). Without this advocate in our lives, the work of the first advocate would 
not make sense. In fact, the coming of the other advocate; the Holy Spirit, confirms and concludes the salvific work of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. That is why the Pentecost ends our Easter celebration. 
 

The Liturgy of the word today draws our attention to the second advocate. We are invited to focus on the person, power, and position 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives as we draw nearer to the celebration of the feast of Pentecost. 
 

Jesus said that the world could not accept him because it neither sees nor knows him. The word of God says that my people perish 
for lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6). Lack of the deep knowledge and appreciation of the Holy Spirit is killing our world today. When the 
Holy Spirit; the other advocate, is absent from our lives, we suffer from the destructive patterns of our accuser; the devil (Rev. 12:10). 
 

Saint Peter in the second reading advices us to be ready to answer our adversaries with defence of gentleness and reverence. This is 
the consequence of receiving the Holy Spirit. We have to be open to accept the Holy Spirit in order to receive his gifts and fruits. That 
is why in the 1st Reading, after preaching to the People of Samaria they accepted the word of God preached  by the Apostles, Peter 
and John were sent and had them baptised and they laid hands on them, they received 
the Holy Spirit. Let us accept the word of God for what it really is, “ the Word of God” not 
just some human thinking. 
 

We pray that the Lord will fill us with His Spirit of Courage and Joy, that he creates in us a 
clean heart, renews a loyal spirit within us, restores to us the Joy of our salvation and 
make us willing to obey Him. Lord do not banish us from your presence and don’t take 
your Holy Spirit from us. 
 

As we walk through the Sixth Sunday of Easter and get closer to the celebration of the 
feast of Pentecost, let us continue to pray for the impactful and transforming presence of 
the other advocate in our lives. May the Holy Spirit continue to be our advocate in all the 
situations in our lives. Amen. 

   Fr. Charles  


